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At 11.30 a.m. the Stefani agency was authorized to publish
the fact that c the measure concerning the proclamation
of martial law was withdrawn '.
The king's decision, disavowing his own government,
removed its last scrap of authority and completely altered
the situation. In fact it proved decisive.
c By cancelling the declaration of martial law/ writes
the historian, Salvemini, c the king had not only paralysed
the outgoing cabinet; lie had renounced his right to
appoint the new premier. Up till 12.15 on October 28,
the time when the Stefani message was transmitted to the
newspapers, it was open to Salandra and the king to
negotiate with the fascists to bring them into the cabinet
in a subordinate capacity. But after that moment
Mussolini became the master,5
Throughout the afternoon of the 28th the king continued
to take counsel. De Vecclii arrived in Rome at i o'clock
and saw the king, who also received the president of the
chamber, De Nicola, and the deputies Cocco-Ortu, Orlando,
De Nava and Salandra. Giolitti and Mussolini were sum-
moned but did not appear. At 5 o'clock the king received
Facta once more and, for the second time, De Vecchi, who
' explained to the king the highly patriotic aims of the move-
ment.' While speaking thus., the papers related, the c quad-
rumvir' was greatly moved; so was the king, who embraced
him and declared that it was he alone who had refused to
sign the decree, and that he would give to Italy, c while
scrupulously observing the limits of the constitution, the
government which would answer best to the needs of the
nation5. To form this government the king summoned
Salandra at about 6 o'clock. He at once got into touch with
the fascist leaders, De Vecchi, Ciano and Grandi, and
explained his intentions. The Giornale $ Italia brought out
a sixth edition1 between 9 and 10 p.m., with the news of
the formation of the Salandra-Mussolini cabinet, in which
four portfolios were reserved for the fascists.
It is probable that this was a mere manoeuvre designed
to prepare public opinion and involve the fascists. But
1 Which was dated the 29th,